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out of the village to die. Gonorrhea is almost endemic;
syphilis the natives regard as serious. But I digress,
'About a month later, after the child's death, as \ve were
eating our breakfast, the news came in that a gorilla had been
trapped; and leaving Olga, who was in bed, we set off to
see it.
'The distance was not great, and we soon reached the native
land where it had been caught. The trap, an enormous affair
like a cage of logs, tied together with rawhide strips, stood
among the maize plants which had screened it, but which were
now tramped down by the natives who surrounded their
prize. It had been baited with a variety of banana of which
these animals are inordinately fond. Already the gorilla was
severely wounded in many places and bleeding profusely; this
torturing being less a pastime than a religious rite among
these people. They believe that by so doing they exorcise the
devil which possesses it and reduce, for a time at any rate, the
depredations of its fellows.
Torcing our way through the crowd, we approached the
cage. The gorilla was roaring with rage and pain. It was a
female, heavy in young; a look sufficed to show us that. A
further examination convinced us that the event was almost
due, and it was then that Channel got his idea.
' "Pierre," he said to me, "I am going to have that young
one, she can't live long."
'This was evident, a spear having pierced the gorilla's right
lung.
e "Go quickly back and bring my instrurnents and chloro-
form. I will stop this spectacle." Le Blanc was seated on a log
smoking a cigar. He was only interested in vegetable matter.
The animal world he considered vulgar. That I had once
studied medicine was almost the only thing he had against me.
cThis was how Congo, as we called him later, came to be
born. Channel succeeded in getting the natives to make their
prisoner fast, and by the time I got back she was spread-eagled